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Forthcoming Event 


Candlelight Tour News 


Continuing a tradition begun in 1977, we will hold our candlelight 
tour again after a one year hiatus. The West End will be the focus 
of this year’s tour. For our purposes we will consider that to be 
roughly west of St. James Avenue to the lake and south of West 
Washington Street to the railroad tracks. We will look at the 
westward growth that started early in this century facilitated by the 
advent of the motor car - papa no longer needed to live quite so 
close to his office. 

The area once included old Lakeside Hospital and later, Morgan 
Memorial Library, both on Bosley Avenue. The hospital closed 
when Obici Hospital opened and the library was moved to another 
building. Now the Suffolk Museum occupies the old library site. 
Three churches in the neighborhood draw people from other parts 
of town as well. Numerous lovely old homes are reminders of our 
not so distant past. 

Co-chairmen for this year’s tour are Nancy Parr and Sue 
Woodward. Publicity chairman is Karen Hill, and Anna D’Antonio 
is ticket chairman. Kermit Hobbs 1s in charge of signs and parking. 
Many hands will be needed; please say "yes" if you are asked. 

This year’s tour date is Sunday, December 6. We are giving some 
thought to the possibility of opening on the evening of December 5 
as well. Watch the next newsletter for more details. 
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Note From The President 

Our June 29th meeting was a great success! Riddick's 
Folly seemed the perfect setting for the lecture by Suffolk 
native, Brian Steel Wills. Brian's talk was informative, 
witty and exciting. How fortunate for his students at 
Georgia Southern University to have a professor who 
makes history come alive. 

Thank you to Gay Birdsong who miraculously managed 
to get the June Newsletter ready to be mailed after just 
five days - from start to finish! Also, a big thank you to 
the staff at Riddick'’s Folly; SNHS Ways and Means 
Chairman Betty Ellison; Gary Butler, his family and friends 
from the 9th Virginia Infantry; the wonderful pastry 
chefs, servers and dishwashers. Another thank you to the 
eighty or so people who joined us that evening and made 
the effort worth while and made Brian glad to be back 
home. Additional copies of A attle From the Start 
have been ordered and will be available at the Riddick's 
Folly Gift shop. 

What a treat we have for September 17th! Emy! 
Jenkins will be in Suffolk to share with us highlights 
from her newest book, Southern Christmas. Mrs. 
Jenkins is from Danville, Virginia and now lives in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, where her husband is President of St. 
Mary's College. Being an antique appraiser, author and 
columnist (not to mention wife and mother) is very 
demanding and the SNHS feels indeed lucky to have this 
opportunity to feature such an outstanding Southerner. So 
plan to join us and we promise to treat you to a very 
special morning! 

To all of our new members, thank you for joining and 
supporting this organization. Several have been members 
in past years - welcome back. Local history, restoration, 
renovation and preserving our heritage in old Nansemond 
County and Suffolk are all so very important and deserve 
our best efforts. Let us join together and make a 
difference for future generations. Lots of fun and some 
new friends may well be an added bonus! 
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Christmas in September 

Begin your own holiday celebration by joining Emyl 
Jenkins for a sentimental and historical journey from 
Maryland to Texasfrom the sixteenth through the 
twentieth centuries-and discover the special festivity and 
joyfulness of a Southern Christmas. There's no celebration 
that can compare, and no one but Emyl Jenkins could 
bring it to life with such warmth. 
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We welcome questions of general 
interest. This newsletter is 
intended to provide a medium of 
communication for those 
interested in the historical past of 
this area and coming events. We 
regret that we cannot answer 
letters personally. 
Address all editorial questions 
to: ee 

Gay Birdsong 
Brookfield Publishing Company 

110 Bank Street 

Suffolk, Virginia 23434 


Emyl Jenkins Presents 
The Ageless Charm of 
A Southern Christmas 

Sometime in mid-December, 
Southern magnolia leaves turn 
from a shimmering summer 
green to a deep, waxy winter 
green. Cascading over white 
fences that line the streets of 
Aiken, South Carolina, heavy 
boughs of holly fruit change 
from burnt-orange clusters to 
thick masses of deep Christmas- 
red berries. Far away, on the 
same sun-kissed day in a long- 
abandoned rock garden in 
Huntsville, Alabama, a fragile 
periwinkle blossom warmed in 
the tangled vines opens out of 
season. 

Later that night, though a ring 
around the moon above the 
mountains of west Georgia 
portends a dusting of snow, the 
only white covering nature 
sends is a blanket of silvery 
stars against a cobalt-blue sky. 
The very next morning, quietly, 
and without fail or fanfare, a 
clear nippy December day 
invisibly replaces the lingering 
balmy Southern breezes of just 
the day before. 

In Southern homes from 
Kentucky to Florida, families 
scurry about in preparation for 
the holidays. The time has come 
to gather pine and boxwood. 
Heirloom silver must be 
polished. Mile-high stacks of 
Grandmother's best china, oyster 
plates included, are taken down 
from high pantry shelves. On 
the sideboard fashioned from 
plantation-grown,deeply grained 
walnut, the brasses never 
gleamed brighter. Only the best 
is fine enough for this most 
special of all holiday occasions. 





The Suffolk-Nansemond Historical 
Society is so excited to have 
Emyl Jenkins on September 
17th, to review her new book, 
A Southern Christmas, We look 
forward to our membership and 
friends being with us on this 
special day. Emy! Jenkins is a 


senior member of the American 


Society of Appraisers and was 
named North Carolina's 
Distinguished Woman of the 
Year in na Barts Bes 1991. 





Living on Main Street 
by Susan Woodward 

I live in a big white house on Main Street. 
The oldest part of it was built around 1790, 
a wing was added in the 1830's. 

Both my grandfather and my great- 
grandfather were born in a house next door. 
The house is no longer standing:where it 
used to be is now part of the Baptist church. 

Down the street from my house lives my 
friend who is a great-grandmother. She lives 
in the house that her grandfather built. She 
paints china for a hobby and firesit ina kiln 
in her butler’s pantry. 

There are four churches on my block: a 
Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, and a 
Christian. Even though there are not many 
stores open downtown any more this is still 
the main street and it is busy. 

(Susan ts I] years old and has always lived on Main 
Street in the old Britt House.) 
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The Nansemonds 

The Nansemond Indians were 
one of at least thirty-one and 
perhaps as many as forty tribes 
that comprised the Powhatan 
Confederacy. This Indian nation 
geographically extended from 
the North Carolina border to the 
south, to the Delmarva peninsula 
in the east, went as far west as 
the Richmond-North Carolina 
"fall line,” and to the north 
reached Alexandria, Virginia. 
This Algonquin state, more an 
empire than a confederacy, had 
been uniquely forged by the 
will and personality of its chief, 
Powhatan, through treachery, 
fear, force. and=trrbal 
intermarriages with members of 
his own family. 

The Indian word Nansemond 
means ‘fishing point or angle.” 
The name was supposedly given 
them because their primary 
settlement-Nandsamund-was 
situated in an angle formed by 
the confluence of the southern 
and western branches of the 
Nansemond River 

Historians dispute the number 
of... Indians: in this... tribe: 
Statistics indicate between 200 
and 300 warriors and _ total 
population figures range from 
750 to 1,200 people. The 


Nansemond tribal boundaries 
included Nansemond and 
Norfolk counties and part of 
Isle of Wight County. Their 
principal settlement was near 
Reid's Ferry and was called 
Nandsamund. Three other 
Indian villages were known to 
have existed. 

(Taken from "Suffolk <A 
Pictorial History" by Kermit 
Hobbs and William A. eee) 





Maibeciip Drivel 
We would like to aos a warm 

welcome to the many new members of 
the SNHS. Our membership has 
increased considerably during these 
past two months. Many interesting 
ideas are being explored for future 
SNHS projects, and we urge each of 
you to mail in the membership form if 
you have not already and join the 
Society for the 1992 year. 
PS. This makes a great gift for the 

holidays 


From the Last Issue 


— Our special article of #341 North Main 


Street that was to be continued in this issue 
is going to be put, as they say, "on the back 
burner" until our next issue. Our editorial 
staff felt that to welcome and congratulate 
the Nansemond Indians on their upcoming 
festival was important to all of us at this 


Annual Native 
American Pow Wow 
To be held in Suffolk, Virginia 
The Suffolk-Nansemond 
Historical Society welcomes the 
many native American tribes 
that will be visiting Suffolk, 
Virginia on August 29th & 
30th for the fourth annual 
Native American Pow Wow on 
the banks of the Nansemond 
River and the Ancestral home of 

the Nansemond Indians. 

We congratulate the 
Nansemond Indians on _ this 
wonderful event and hope each 
and everyone will join them in 
their celebration of their 
heritage. The grounds of Lone 
star Lake Lodge will open at 
11 am on August the 29th, and 
the grand entry takes place at 
12 noon. 

To reach Lone Star Lakes 
Lodge; take “Rt. 10= to 
Chuckatuck and _ drive to 
Oakland Elementary School. At 
the school turn down Pembrook 
Lane and follow the road to the 
lodge. Signs will be posted to 
guide visitors. For more 
information on this exciting, 
educational and fun filled 
Native American Indian Festival, 
call Frances "Wind Song’ 





‘pontine cent abana) time. Woodard at 488-5167. 
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Membership oi. 
Name Phone 
Address 


Annual Dues O) Individual $10.00 () Family $15.00 


Please mail with your check to: 


Mrs. John C. Harrell, Membership Chairman 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1255 

Suffolk, Virginia 23439-1255 


Riddick's Folly 
Calendar of Events 


August 21- The Fairytaler performs 
"Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears. Children's workshop 
held after performance for 
children ages 5 - 12. Adults 
also welcome. Performance 
$2.00, Workshop and 
performance $5.00 Riddick's 
Folly at 10:00 am. 


August 23- Part One: "American Furniture’ 
video series at Riddick's Folly 
on craftsmanship techniques 
and dating and styling of 
furniture. 1-3 pm and again at 
3-0) pm Admission is free. 


August 30 Part Two: "American 
Furniture’ video series at 
Riddick's Folly on High style, 
Country, primitive and rustic 
and Qualities in design. 1 -3 
pm and again at 3 - 5 pm. 
Admission is free. 


September 13, 20 & 27 -The PBS ‘Civil 
War’ series at Riddick’s Folly 
2:00 pm 


October 3- "White Elephant Sale, 
Fundraiser at Riddick’s Folly 
8 am - 12 noon. 


October 11, 18 & 25- The PBS "Civil War’ 
series at Riddick's Folly 2:00 
pm 


Brees: 


SUFFOLK 
SAL # 
LEAGUE 
Suffolk Art League's 


Annual Juried Exhibition 


The Suffolk Art League's 1992 
Annual Juried Exhibition will be held 
October 20 through November 29, 
1992 at the Suffolk Museum. Artists 
and craftspersons are invited to 
submit up to three works in any 
media. There will be a small entry fee. 


Works should be brought to the 
Suffolk Museum, 118 Bosley Avenue 
on Sunday, October 1 1th from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. or Tuesday, October 13th 
from 10:00 to 500 pm. Two 
dimensional works should be framed 
and wired for hanging. 


Cash Awards will be given for first, 
second and third prize along with 
several special awards. The first prize 
winner will also receive the 
opportunity to present a one-person 
exhibition at the Suffolk Museum. 


For More information or to receive a 
prospectus, contact the Suffolk Art 
League at 925-0448. 








THE SUFFOLK MUSEUM 


The Suffolk Museum is in search of 
tangible items, old and new, which 
were and are made, manufactured, or 
produced by businesses in Suffolk. 


These items will be used for display 
in an upcoming exhibit at the Museum 
called “Made in Suffolk.” The idea 
behind the exhibit is to bring 
attention to the many products that 
are produced right here in the city of 
Suffolk. Many citizens probably are 
not aware of what is actually made or 
manufactured in Suffolk. The 
Museum would like to make people 
more aware and also recognize the 
businesses for their contributions. 


The exhibit is scheduled for 
September 10, through October 11. 
Items loaned for the display will be 
returned at the end of the exhibit. 
Photographs of the business are also 
needed for the exhibit. 


Businesses who fit the criteria and 
wish to participate may call the 
Museum at 925-6311 before August 
28, to get more information. 
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